HAMPDEN AND SHIP-MONEY
The country was in fact living under a delusion
that was shared by both parties. Neither the King
nor the people took a just measure of the growing
revolutionary strength, and neither realised how near
that strength was to fulfilment. So dark did the
future seem to the Puritan leaders that many of them
contemplated emigration. Hampden who in 1632
had been one of the patentees under a grant of land
in America that was later settled as Connecticut, is
even said to have actually embarked with Cromwell
when an order from the Privy Council stopped their
sailing. The legend seems to have no more than a
doubtful if any foundation in fact, but it was widely
current, and was in any case a reflection of reality.
At the same time, the excesses of the Star Chamber
continued  at  the  very  moment  when  St. John's
pleading might at least have brought Whitehall for a
moment to its senses.   John Lilburne, a young man
of good family, was brought before the Star Chamber
in his twenty-fourth year charged with the publication
of seditious pamphlets.    It is true that Lilburne, of
whom it was said that if he was left alone on earth
John would quarrel with Lilburne and Lilburne with
John, was a termagant in breeches if ever there was
one.    He was in later years to fall out with the
Commonwealth as he now fell out with the Crown.
He had a rooted prejudice against authority of any
kind.    The punishment that was inflicted upon him
by the King's officers, and his manner of receiving it,
none the less made him a new storm centre of popular
indignation.    When called upon to plead he refused
to take the oath, and, in order that he might think
better of it, was remanded to prison.   Brought again
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